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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW 

REF: SINGAPORE 0532 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 27, FOLLOWING THE FORMAL DEDICATION OF A 
NEW SINGAPORE RESERVOIR, I HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO TALK 
PRIVATELY WITH PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW. PM LEE WAS 
IN A RELAXED MOOD, AND SEEMINGLY LESS GLOOMY ABOUT ASEAN 
THAN WAS THE CASE AT OUR LAST CONVERSATION. HE SPOKE AS 
BEFORE OF THE NEED TO MAINTAIN ASEAN'S MOMENTUM, BUT IN 
SUCH A WAY AS TO SIMPLY SOME DEGREE OF 
MOMENTUM HAD IN FACT BEEN OBTAINED. 

2. 1 USED THIS OPENING TO INFORM HIM THAT THE VIEWS 
WHICH HE HAD PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED TO ME ABOUT ASEAN'S 
PROSPECTS HAD BEEN DULY CONVEYED TO WASHINGTON, AND 
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THE REACTION THERE WAS THAT HE WAS OVERLY PESSIMISITIC. 

WHILE MANY PROBLEMS STILL REMAINED TO BE OVERCOME, 

AS SHOWN BY THE ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING IN 
MANILA THE ORGANIZATION WAS INDEED MOVING AHEAD. PM 
LEE DID NOT REACT STRONGLY, BUT MERELY COMMENTED THAT 
UNLESS "SOMETHING WAS DONE" THERE WOULD BE A DIFFERENT 
PICTURE IN THIS REGION IN THE NEXT 10 OR 15 YEARS. BY 
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"SOMETHING", HE MEANT THE ENHANCED JAPANESE ECONOMIC 
ROLE WHICH HE HAD PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED WITH ME, AND HE 
STRESSED AGAIN THAT JAPAN'S WILLINGNESS TO ENGAGE IN 
SUCH A ROLE RESTED UPON OUR TELLING THE JAPANESE THAT THIS 
WAS WHAT WE WANTED THEM TO DO. 

3. 1 MENTIONED TO THE PM MY BELIEF THAT THE JAPANESE 
WERE ALREADY WELL DISPOSED TOWARD PARTICIPATING MORE 
ACTIVELY IN ASEAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND ASKED WHERE 
HE PERCEIVED THAT OPPOSITION IN JAPAN TO A GREATER ECONOMIC 
ROLE MIGHT LIE. HE REPLIED THAT HE BELIVED THERE WERE 
ELEMENTS IN JAPAN WHICH OPPOSED A GREATER DEGREE OF POLITICAL 
INVOLVEMENT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND WHICH OBJECTED TO HEAVIER 
JAPANESE INVESTMENTS IN AREAS BESET WITH POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTIES. 

4. AS A FINAL FILLIP TO OUR CONVERSATION, PM LEE 
EXPLAINED TO ME AND TO FRG AMBASSADOR DIETRICH (WHO JOINED 
THE COVERSATION AT THIS POINT) JUST WHY IT WAS HE HAD 
RECENTLY ENGAGED IN A MARATHON 3 1/2 HOUR SPEECH BEFORE 
PARLIAMENT. WHEN ONE IS THE LEADER OF A HERD (SIC) 

OF LIONS, HE SAID, IT IS IMPORTANT EVERY SO OFTEN TO 
ROAR, JUST TO LET OTHER MEMBERS OF THE HERD WHO MIGHT 
BE THINKING OF ATTACKING THE LEADER KNOW THAT HE IS 
STILL VIGOROUS. 
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